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was born with the Revolution, although not of it, as Preuss erroneously believed. It survived in consequence of the lack of a real and thorough revolution which would have broken the old military and bureaucratic machinery, a measure whose necessity Preuss understood even less than the men he criticised. Because it did not break the old administrative machinery, the Republic was burdened with the traditional states, and amongst them the strongest of all, Prussia. Burdened with these States which had lost all real vitality, the Republic could not organise new ones which might have a better chance of surviving the ultra-centralist attacks to come. It was an empty shell which Bismarck had preserved for coming generations. It was the Republic's lot to see that shell broken, and to be broken with it.